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Waterfowl	
  ProducCon	
  Areas	
  (WPAs)	
  are:	
  
Lands	
  acquired	
  through	
  the	
  Small	
  Wetlands	
  Program	
  using	
  funds	
  from	
  the	
  sale	
  of	
  

Federal	
  Duck	
  Stamps	
  	
  
	
  

Include	
  wetlands	
  and	
  the	
  surrounding	
  uplands	
  that	
  	
  
provide	
  breeding,	
  resCng	
  and	
  nesCng	
  habitat	
  for	
  waterfowl,	
  shorebirds,	
  grassland	
  

birds	
  and	
  other	
  wildlife.	
  	
  





This	
  is	
  what	
  we	
  want	
  



	
  
Grasslands	
  require	
  regular	
  disturbance	
  
	
  
	
  
Historically	
  grasslands	
  were	
  maintained	
  through:	
  

	
  	
  grazing/herbivory	
  by	
  bison,	
  elk,	
  small	
  mammals	
  
	
  	
  fire	
  –	
  natural	
  igniHons,	
  naHve	
  Americans	
  

	
  
	
  
Biggest	
  threat	
  –	
  invasion	
  of	
  woody	
  species	
  

	
  We	
  have	
  many	
  more	
  trees	
  now	
  than	
  the	
  prairie	
  had	
  pre-­‐seLlement	
  
	
  
	
  
The	
  threats	
  are	
  greater,	
  yet	
  

	
  naturally	
  occurring	
  fire	
  is	
  almost	
  non-­‐existent	
  
	
  introducing	
  grazers	
  is	
  logisHcally	
  challenging	
  and	
  brings	
  other	
  risks	
  

	
  



This	
  is	
  what	
  can	
  happen	
  



This	
  is	
  our	
  preferred	
  tool	
  





CuMng	
  and	
  harvesCng	
  could	
  also	
  help	
  us	
  meet	
  fire	
  
management	
  goals	
  more	
  safely	
  –	
  	
  
	
  
•  fuel	
  reducHon/removal;	
  parHcularly	
  good	
  tool	
  in	
  the	
  wildland	
  urban	
  

interface	
  

•  Reduce	
  personnel	
  exposure	
  along	
  busy	
  roads	
  

•  Could	
  be	
  used	
  for	
  fire	
  breaks	
  
	
  
•  Reduce	
  smoke	
  producHon	
  
	
  
•  Fall	
  harvest,	
  reduced	
  fuel	
  load	
  during	
  the	
  spring	
  season	
  when	
  fire	
  

danger	
  is	
  highest	
  

	
  
	
  







Could	
  this	
  be	
  an	
  answer?	
  



CuMng	
  helps	
  us	
  meet	
  our	
  biological	
  management	
  goals	
  	
  
	
  
Removal/harvest	
  helps	
  us	
  meet	
  our	
  fire	
  management	
  goals	
  	
  
	
  
Can	
  we	
  pelleCze	
  it	
  and	
  heat	
  our	
  faciliCes	
  with	
  it?	
  

Not	
  a	
  novel	
  idea	
  
–  Hudson	
  Valley	
  Grass	
  Energy,	
  NY	
  
–  hLp://grassenergy.wordpress.com/author/hvgenergy/	
  

–  Enviro	
  Energy	
  LLC	
  
–  hLp://www.enviroenergyny.com/	
  
	
  
–  Agrecol	
  
–  hLp://www.agrecol.com/Prairie-­‐Fuel-­‐Pellets_ep_47.html	
  












