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Heating the Midwest 
with Renewable Biomass 

Paul DeLong 
Chief State Forester 

Wisconsin Dept of Natural Resources 

Welcome to Wisconsin 
A state with plentiful renewable energy 

Today s topic 
!!  
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Well-positioned biomass leader: 
•! Abundant forest resource 

•! Important forest industry  

•! Successful private forestry programs 

•! Sustainable forestry leadership 

•! Opportunities for growth 

Abundant Forest Resource 
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Growing stock volume on Wisconsin timberland, 1936-
2009
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Important Forest Industry 
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Successful private forestry programs 

  Economic Ecological 

  Social 

Meeting the needs of 
the present without 

compromising the 
ability of future 

generations to meet 
their own needs. 

Sustainable forestry leadership 
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Sustainable forestry leadership 

•!Fire hazard  

•!Forest health 

•!Certification 

•!Biomass 
guidelines 

Opportunities for Growth 
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Net Growth vs. Removals 
Cubic Feet of Growing Stock, Wisconsin Timberland 
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Logging residue on Wisconsin timberland, 1981-2007
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Opportunities for Growth 
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Projects in Wisconsin 

•!Power plants 

•!Wood pellets 

•!Bio-refining  
and ethanol 

•!Fuels for Schools 

Cautions 
to 

consider 



5/7/12 

8 

Forests: A Key Energy Asset 


